The effects of local X-irradiation on the distensibility of the rectum in rats.
Proctometry was performed on female Wistar rats following irradiation of the rectum with single doses of 15, 18 and 22 Gy of X-rays. The results indicated a progressive increase in distensibility until week 29 after irradiation which was attributed to degenerative changes in the intestinal wall. A major factor which determines colorectal pressure is the neuromuscular activity, however, neuromuscular transmission was not affected by irradiation.